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Dear Catholic School Supporters, Donate Now

We are blessed!

Since beginning my job in April, I've had the 
privilege of visiting our Catholic schools. I've 
learned that we are blessed with great 
schools and teachers across the 
Archdiocese; from Bellevue Marquette to 
Newman Catholic and St. Cecilia in Ames to 
St. Patrick's in Waukon.  But without your 
support, these schools might be missing 
enough of one important ingredient, and that 
is students.  Please remember that 1 out of 3 
students in the Archdiocese receives STO 
tuition support which might make the 
difference whether or not they attend our 
Catholic schools.  If you've not yet given to 
the STO, now is the time.  If you've 
already given, thank you!

Campaign Update:

Would helping 80% of the students be good 
enough?  Currently, we are at 80% of our 
goal with just over a million dollars to raise to 
utilize our tax credits. Please note that if 
you are still considering a stock 
contribution or IRA gift, our cut-off for 
those contributions is Dec. 15th. Don't 
hesitate to contact me with any questions at 
b.zeman@dbqarch .org or (563) 556-2580 
x296.  I'd also encourage you to check our 
website for regular updates at 
OurFaithSTO.org.

As we reach the final stages of our 2021 
campaign, I'd ask for your prayers of 
support. Pray that we can utilize all our 
income tax credits to raise the most money 
possible, benefitting as many children as 
possible.

Thank you, Take Care, and God Bless!

The kids need your help!

With only 23 days remaining, we still
have over $1 million dollars to raise

A Letter from our Superintendent

The STO program is of paramount importance to our families. 
It allows those that are income-qualified to receive tuition 
assistance and make their dream of a faith-based education 
for their children a reality. This school year, 34% of all 
students within the Our Faith STO benefitted from this 
program.  The 21-22 STO Impact by School was tremendous, 
with nearly 3000 students receiving STO awards.  Of special 
note is that five of our schools/systems had over 50% of their 
students qualifying for this critical assistance.

We need your help as we are near the deadline to raise funds 
for the 22-23 school year. Not only will you receive a 75%
state tax credit (the best tax credit in Iowa) but thousands of 
students are depending on your generosity. You can make 
your donation and monitor progress at OurFaithSTO.org. Tax 
credits are running out, so don’t delay! 

Please know of my deepest appreciation for your support of our students!

Why do I teach in a Catholic school?

Lisa Blair

St. Edwards 
Elementary - Waterloo

Kindergarten 
32 years teaching

Why do I choose to teach in a Catholic school?:
I chose to teach in a Catholic school because my
parents instilled the importance of faith into my
family from a young age. I am the youngest of 11
children, with half of my siblings having attended
West High and the other half Columbus. I begged my
parents to enroll me at Columbus, but money was
tight coming from such a large family, so they had to
negotiate my tuition after knowing how important
attending a Catholic school was for me.  I knew that
because I had assistance with my tuition and was
privileged enough to attend a Catholic school,
teaching at one would be the perfect way to give
back.

How has God affirmed that I've made the right
choice?:  My choice was reaffirmed one of my years
teaching when I received the devastating news that
my father had been hospitalized and I had to leave
immediately. A little girl asked me if she could pray
for him, and that moment has stuck with me ever
since. That same support has been continuously
exemplified by my fellow staff members who are
always encouraging, uplifting, and supporting me
when I need them. 

One final note from Lisa...  Over the last 32 years
I've gotten to see my three children grow up in the
CVCS district, as well as their friends and family. It
has been full of so many fun memories and times I
will cherish forever, especially with my upcoming
retirement at the end of this school year. I will be sad
to go, but I know the staff and students will continue
to make many wonderful memories in the years to
come.  

For more information contact:

Deacon Brian Zeman at b.zeman@dbqarch .org 

563-556-2580 x296
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